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heard, this is a c a r r y o v e r  bill f rom  last year. It was
introduced in J u d i c i a r y  Committee, came out of J u d i c i a r y  w ith no 
di s s e n t i n g  votes. A n d  I w a n t  to t h a n k  S e nator Smith for 
pr i o r i t i z i n g  this bill. I'm g o i n g . . . i t ' s  g o i n g  to take a f,hile 
to go t h r o u g h  this. We ' l l  start on it, and I'm sure there's 
go i n g  to b e  lots of q u e s t i o n s  and discussion, b u t  why...the
first t h i n g  p e o p l e  ar e  g o i n g  to say is w h y  is this b ill needed? 
Two points. Th e  f e d e r a l  go v e r n m e n t  ha s  p a s s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  which 
requires all states t o  b e  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  c e r t a i n  laws 
relating t o  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of sex offenders. It wa n t s  to provide 
some uniformity. T h e r e ' s  about 40 states at last count that had 
gone ahead and a d o p t e d  u n i f o r m  g u i d e l i n e s  for sex offender 
registration, c o n v i c t e d  sex offenders. Th e  seco n d  reason we 
need to do this is t h e y  h a v e  the carrot in f r o n t  of us again.
If w e  do no t  do this, we ' r e  going to l ose 10 p e r c e n t  of our
Bryne Gr a n t  funds, w h i c h  w o u l d  amount to about $400,000 per 
year. This $ 400,000 p e r  year is g o i n g  to b e  t a k e n . . . i f  we don't 
pass this bill, it's g o i n g  to be t a k e n  out of t he sex offender 
p r o g r a m  and also some of that m o n e y  goes to th e  fight of drugs 
in the rural areas, so it's important t h a t  w e  get this bill 
pas s e d  this session. A little b a c k g r o u n d  on this legislation. 
In 1996, LB 645 was p a s s e d  and t h e n  in '98, L B  204 was passed. 
Those bi l l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  the original sex o f f e n d e r  r e g i s t r y  and 
n o t i f i c a t i o n  d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  the N e b r a s k a  St a t e  Patrol. And 
i t ' s . ..this is a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t hat p r o c e s s  of g e t t i n g  things 
up to speed, s t r e a m l i n i n g  some thi n g s  and p r o v i d i n g  u n i f ormity 
across th e  c o unt ry for convi c t e d  sex o f f e n d e r  r egistration 
issues. T he cost of this legislation, w e  are obvio u s l y  very 
c o s t -conscious right at the moment. T h e r e  will be some 
additional a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  duti e s  for the S t a t e  Patr o l  bu t  they 
h a ve  a s sured us t hat t h e y  will be a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h  existing 
staff. It w ill r e q u i r e  some extra w o r k  at t he local sheriff's 
offices to sen d in additional address c h a n g e s  to the Sex 
O f fender an d  R e g i s t r a t i o n  D i v i s i o n  of the N e b r a s k a  State Patrol. 
It's simi lar  to w h a t  t h ey're doing, t h e y ' r e  just go i n g  to have 
to b e  m o r e  current. The bill also req u i r e s  the court to 
d ete r m i n e  w h e n  li f e t i m e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a p plies and, of course, 
there's v a r i o u s  c a t e g o r i e s  of sexual o f f e n d e r s  registration, 
w h at  yo u  see in t h e  paper, Le vel 3 offenders. This b ill sets 
out two c riteria for lif e t i m e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  in S e c t i o n  5(2) in 
the bill. The f i r s t  criteria, the first is a second or a


